The central role of the endothelium in the pathogenesis of vasculitides.
The pathogenesis of vasculitides is poorly understood. A growing body of evidence indicates that endothelium injury is a fundamental step in the development of all types of vasculitides. In the recent years, it has become evident that endothelial cell is responsible for a multiplicity of functions such as several immunological activities and the control of the vascular tone. The alteration of endothelium may result in metabolic and biologic disorders leading to pathologic changes. Even though the importance of endothelial cell is now demonstrated, the pathophysiological mechanisms able to induce the vascular damage are still not completely defined. In the next years, the better knowledge of the physiology of the endothelium might lead to a more appropriate therapy of vasculitis.